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The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/international  

The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/  

The Wall Street Journal. https://www.wsj.com/  

The Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/  

US News and World Report. https://www.usnews.com/  

The Newsweek. https://www.newsweek.com/  

Time. https://time.com/  

The New Yorker. https://www.newyorker.com/  

 

 

2) A?8A>: 02B>@A:8E <5B>48G5A:8E @07@01>B>::  
 

&5<0B8G5A:85 ?@575=B0F88 Power Point (BELCA) 

�=D>@<0F8>==K5 <0B5@80;K 

http://ellibnb.library.isu.ru/cgi-bin/irbis64r_15/cgiirbis_64.htm?LNG=&Z21ID=&I21DBN=BOOKS&P21DBN=BOOKS&S21STN=1&S21REF=3&S21FMT=fullwebr&C21COM=S&S21CNR=10&S21P01=0&S21P02=1&S21P03=A=&S21STR=%D0%9E%D1%89%D0%B5%D0%BF%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%2C%20%D0%92%2E%20%D0%92%2E
http://library.islu.ru/cgi-bin/irbis64r_opak81/cgiirbis_64.exe?Z21ID=&I21DBN=BOOKS&P21DBN=BOOKS&S21STN=1&S21REF=10&S21FMT=fullw&C21COM=S&S21CNR=20&S21P01=3&S21P02=0&S21P03=A=&S21COLORTERMS=0&S21STR=%D0%A2%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B0%20%D0%9D.%20%D0%94.
http://ellibnb.library.isu.ru/cgi-bin/irbis64r_15/cgiirbis_64.htm?LNG=&Z21ID=&I21DBN=BOOKS&P21DBN=BOOKS&S21STN=1&S21REF=3&S21FMT=fullwebr&C21COM=S&S21CNR=10&S21P01=0&S21P02=1&S21P03=A=&S21STR=%D0%A2%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%85%D0%B8%D0%BD%2C%20%D0%93%2E%20%D0%94%2E
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.ft.com/home-beta
https://www.theguardian.com/international
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.wsj.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.usnews.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://time.com/
https://www.newyorker.com/


&5ABK 

�>=B@>;L=K5 @01>BK 

 

 

3) 107O 40==OE, 8=D>@<0F8>==>-A?@02>G=O5 8 ?>8A:>2O5 A8AB5<O 
  

%09BK 3>AC40@AB25==KE AB@C:BC@ 

https://www.parliament.uk/  

https://www.gov.uk/government/ministers/prime-minister 

 https://www.royal.uk/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_7Vt_XI3hTNeqCJwUhxmxFrlg9e4PCx  

GMxFcnuuRdjLQ-1632048562-0-gqNtZGzNAhCjcnBszQdR 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/  

https://www.congress.gov/  

 

%09BK 8=D>@<0F8>==KE 035=BAB2 

https://www.bbc.com/ 

https://edition.cnn.com/  

https://www.nbcnews.com/  

https://www.foxnews.com/  

https://www.cbsnews.com/  

 

%09BK C=825@A8B5B>2  
https://www.ox.ac.uk/  

https://www.cam.ac.uk/  

https://www.harvard.edu/ 

https://www.yale.edu/  

https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/  

 

 

VI. �&�$���0!"-&�)!�+�%�"� "��%#�+�!�� ��%*�#��!/ 

( "�'�/) 
6.1. 'G51=>-;01>@0B>@=>5 >1>@C4>20=85: 
  

3 C:><?;5:B>20==KE A?5F80;878@>20==>9 <515;LN 8 B5E=8G5A:8<8 A@54AB20<8 
>1CG5=8O, A;C60I8<8 4;O ?@54AB02;5=8O CG51=>9 8=D>@<0F88 1>;LH>9 0C48B>@88 
;5:F8>==KE 0C48B>@88 (�-41, �-49, �-520), >1>@C4>20==K5 <C;LB8<5489=K<8 
45<>=AB@0F8>==K<8 :><?;5:A0<8, 2:;NG0NI8<8 ?@>5:B>@K, <5E0=878@>20==K5 M:@0=K, 
CA8;8B5;8 72C:0 A 0:CAB8G5A:8<8 :>;>=:0<8 8 <8:@>D>=0<8, <8:H5@K, ?5@5=>A=K5 
=>CB1C:8; 

45 0C48B>@89 4;O ?@>2545=8O 70=OB89 A5<8=0@A:>3> B8?0;  
4 :><?LNB5@=KE :;0AA0 A 2KE>4>< 2 �=B5@=5B =0 58 ?>A04>G=KE <5AB (� -215, 216, 219, 

420);  

2 0C48B>@88 4;O 2K?>;=5=8O =0CG=>-8AA;54>20B5;LA:>9 @01>BK (:C@A>2>3> 
?@>5:B8@>20=8O) (�-300, 303);  

3 0C48B>@88 4;O A0<>AB>OB5;L=>9 @01>BK, A @01>G8<8 <5AB0<8, >A=0I5==K<8 
:><?LNB5@=>9 B5E=8:>9 A ?>4:;NG5=85< : A5B8 «�=B5@=5B» 8 >15A?5G5=85<  
=5>3@0=8G5==>3> 4>ABC?0 2 M;5:B@>==CN 8=D>@<0F8>==>->1@07>20B5;L=CN A@54C 
>@30=870F88 4;O :064>3> >1CG0NI53>AO, 2 A>>B25BAB288 A >1J5<>< 87CG05<KE 48AF8?;8= 
(�-215, 216, 217);  

1 CG51=0O A?5F80;878@>20==0O ;01>@0B>@8O, ?@54=07=0G5==0O 4;O ?@>2545=8O 70=OB89 ?> 
CAB=><C ?>A;54>20B5;L=><C 8 ?8AL<5==><C ?5@52>4C, >A=0I5==0O 13 :><?LNB5@0<8 A 

https://www.parliament.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/ministers/prime-minister
https://www.royal.uk/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_7Vt_XI3hTNeqCJwUhxmxFrlg9e4PCx%20GMxFcnuuRdjLQ-1632048562-0-gqNtZGzNAhCjcnBszQdR
https://www.royal.uk/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_7Vt_XI3hTNeqCJwUhxmxFrlg9e4PCx%20GMxFcnuuRdjLQ-1632048562-0-gqNtZGzNAhCjcnBszQdR
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/
https://www.cbsnews.com/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.harvard.edu/
https://www.yale.edu/
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/


?>4:;NG5=85< : A5B8 «�=B5@=5B», <C;LB8<5489=K< >1>@C4>20=85< (M:@0=, ?@>5:B>@, 
0:CAB8G5A:85 :>;>=:8) (�-217); 

3 A?5F80;L=KE ?><5I5=8O 4;O E@0=5=8O 8 ?@>D8;0:B8G5A:>3> >1A;C6820=8O CG51=>3> 
>1>@C4>20=8O (�-108, 205, 222). 

 
%?5F80;878@>20==>5 CG51=>5 >1>@C4>20=85 =5 8A?>;L7C5BAO. 

 

 6.2. #@>3@0<<=>5 >15A?5G5=85: 
 � ?@>F5AA5 ;5:F8>==KE 8 A5<8=0@A:8E (?@0:B8G5A:8E) 70=OB89 8A?>;L7C5BAO A;54CNI55 
?@>3@0<<=>5 >15A?5G5=85: 

1. «Kaspersky Endpoint Security 4;S 187=5A0 - %B0=40@B=K9 Russian Edition. 250-499 

Node 1 year Educational Renewal License». – (>@CA �>=B@0:B №04-114-16 >B 14 

=>O1@O 2016 3. KES. %G5B № $%&�-000147 8 ��& >B 23 =>O1@O 2016 3. 
�8F.№1B08161103014721370444.  

2. Desktop Education ALNG Lic SAPk OLV E IY Academic Edition Enterprise 

(Windows). – (>@CA AC1;8F5=78>==K9 4>3>2>@ №500 >B 03.03.2017. %G5B № ($�-

0002920 >B 03.03.2017 ��& № 4498 >B 03.03.2017. �8F5=78S № V4991270.  
3. Office 2007 Suite. �8F5=78O № 43364238. %@>: 459AB28O: >B 11.01.2008 4> 

06.06.2025.  
4. Promt Professional 8.0 0=3;-@CA-0=3;, >B 2 4> 5 @01>G8E <5AB 1 :>@>1:0

 12.11.2007 15AA@>G=>. 
5. Promt Professional 8.0 �830=B �:045<8G5A:0O 25@A8O 1 �@B8:C;O@=K9 =><5@ 

RGG8PRFL 27.12.2007 15AA@>G=>. 
6. Promt Professional 8.0 ����!&, >B 21 4> 50 @01>G8E <5AB EDU 23

 �>B8@>2:0 № 03-168-07  27.12.2007 15AA@>G=>. 
7. Windows 7 Professional 5 !><5@ �8F5=788 Microsoft 60642086

 11.07.2012 15AA@>G=> 
8. Drupal 7.5.4. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (�8F5=78O GPL-2.0 - ware free). 'A;>28O 
8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: https://www.drupal.org/project/terms_of_use. "15A?5G8205B 
@01>BC ?>@B0;0 M;5:B@>==>3> ?>@BD>;8> ABC45=B>2 8 0A?8@0=B>2 ��' 
http://eportfolio.isu.ru. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

9. Moodle 3.5.1. – 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free). 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> 
AAK;:5:  https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moodle. "15A?5G8205B @01>BC 8=D>@<0F8>==>-

>1@07>20B5;L=>9 A@54K http://belca.isu.ru. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 
10. Google Chrome 54.0.2840. �@0C75@  – 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free). 'A;>28O 
8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Chrome// %@>: 
459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

11. Mozilia Firefox 50.0.�@0C75@  – 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free). 'A;>28O 
8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: https://www.mozilla.org/ru/about/legal/terms/firefox/. %@>: 
459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

12. Opera 41. �@0C75@  –'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free). 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O 
?> AAK;:5: http://www.opera.com/ru/terms. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

13. PDF24Creator 8.0.2. #@8;>65=85 4;O A>740=8O 8 @540:B8@>20=8O 4>:C<5=B>2 2 
D>@<0B5 PDF. –'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free).  'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> 
AAK;:5: https://en.pdf24.org/pdf/lizenz_en_de.pdf . %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>.  

14. VLC Player 2.2.4. %2>1>4=K9 :@>AA?;0BD>@<5==K9 <5480?;55@. 'A;>28O 
?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free). – 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
http://www.videolan.org/legal.html. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

15. BigBlueButton. "B:@KB>5 ?@>3@0<<=>5 >15A?5G5=85 4;O ?@>2545=8O 251-

:>=D5@5=F88. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free).  'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> 
AAK;:5:   https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/BigBlueButton. "15A?5G8205B @01>BC 

https://www.drupal.org/project/terms_of_use
http://eportfolio.isu.ru/
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Chrome/
https://www.mozilla.org/ru/about/legal/terms/firefox/
http://www.opera.com/ru/terms
http://www.videolan.org/legal.html
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/BigBlueButton


>B45;L=>3> <>4C;O Moodle 3.2.1 4;O @01>BK �"%. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>.  
16. �%&-&5AB Plus 4.0 (=0 75 >4=>2@5<5==KE ?>4:;NG5=89) 8  0AB5@-:><?;5:B (�%&-

Maker 8 ACT-Converter) (5653>4=> >1=>2;O5<>5 #"), ;8F5=789 -  75HB.. �>3>2>@ 
№1392 >B 30.11.2016, A@>: 459AB28O: 3 3>40. 

17. Sumatra PDF. A2>1>4=0O ?@>3@0<<0, ?@54=07=0G5==0O 4;O ?@>A<>B@0 8 ?5G0B8 
4>:C<5=B>2 2 D>@<0B0E PDF, DjVu[4], FB2, ePub, MOBI, CHM, XPS, CBR/CBZ, 4;O 
?;0BD>@<K Windows. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (�8F5=78O GNU GPL 3-ware free). 

'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatra_PDF. %@>: 
459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

18. Media player home classic. %2>1>4=K9 ?@>83@K20B5;L 0C48>- 8 2845>D09;>2 4;O 
>?5@0F8>==>9 A8AB5<K Windows. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (�8F5=78O GNU GPL - 

ware free). 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_Player_Classic. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>.  

19. AIMP. �5A?;0B=K9 0C48>?@>83@K20B5;L A 70:@KBK< 8AE>4=K< :>4><, =0?8A0==K9 
=0 Delphi. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free).  'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
https://www.aimp.ru/. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

20. Speech analyzer.   'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (ware free).   'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> 
AAK;:5: http://www-01.sil.org/computing/sa/index.htm. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

21. Audacity. #@>3@0<<0 0=0;870 72CG0I59 @5G8. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O (�8F5=78S 
- GNU GPL v2). 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audacity. %@>: 459AB28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O: 15AA@>G=>.  

22. Inkscape.  A2>1>4=> @0A?@>AB@0=O5<K9 25:B>@=K9 3@0D8G5A:89 @540:B>@, C4>15= 
4;O A>740=8O :0: EC4>65AB25==KE, B0: 8 B5E=8G5A:8E 8;;NAB@0F89. 'A;>28O 
?@02>>1;040B5;O: �8F5=78O -GNU GPL 2 (ware free).  'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> 
AAK;:5:  https://inkscape.org/ru/download/.  %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>.  

23. Skype  7.30.0. �5A?;0B=>5 ?@>?@85B0@=>5 ?@>3@0<<=>5 >15A?5G5=85 A 70:@KBK< 
:>4><, >15A?5G820NI55 B5:AB>2CN, 3>;>A>2CN 8 2845>A2O7L G5@57 �=B5@=5B <564C 
:><?LNB5@0<8, >?F8>=0;L=> 8A?>;L7CO B5E=>;>388 ?8@8=3>2KE A5B59 . 'A;>28O 
?@02>>1;040B5;O (�8F5=78O Adware) -  'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
https://www.skype.com/ru/about/. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>.  

24. Adobe Acrobat Reader.  �5A?;0B=K9 <8@>2>9 AB0=40@B, :>B>@K9 8A?>;L7C5BAO 4;O 
?@>A<>B@0, ?5G0B8 8 :><<5=B8@>20=8O 4>:C<5=B>2 2 D>@<0B5 PDF. 'A;>28O 
?@02>>1;040B5;O: 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
https://get.adobe.com/ru/reader/otherversions/. %@>: 459AB28O: 15AA@>G=>. 

25. %ircles. #@>3@0<<0 8=B5@0:B82=>9 287C0;870F88 <=>3>C@>2=52KE 40==KE: 
G8A;>2KE 7=0G5=89 8;8 4@52>284=K5 AB@C:BC@K. 'A;>28O ?@02>>1;040B5;O 
(�8F5=78O BSD). 'A;>28O 8A?>;L7>20=8O ?> AAK;:5: 
https://carrotsearch.com/circles/free-trial/.  

 

 

6.3. &5E=8G5A:85 8 Q;5:B@>==O5 A@54AB20: 
 

 <C;LB8<5489=K5 <0B5@80;K CD, DVD 

 <C;LB8<5489=K9 ?@>5:B>@, :><?LNB5@ 

 

 >1@07>20B5;L=K9 ?>@B0; �(�/  – Baikal E-Learning Campus – http://belca.isu.ru 

 

VII. "�$��"��&��0!/� &�)!"�"��� 

#@5?>4020=85 48AF8?;8=K «�C;LBC@0 AB@0= ?5@2>3> 8=>AB@0==>3> O7K:0» ?@54?>;0305B 
8A?>;L7>20=85 8=B5@0:B82=>9 <>45;8 >1CG5=8O. 

https://www.aimp.ru/
http://www-01.sil.org/computing/sa/index.htm
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/GNU_GPL
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audacity
https://inkscape.org/ru/download/
https://www.skype.com/ru/about/
https://get.adobe.com/ru/reader/otherversions/
https://carrotsearch.com/circles/free-trial/
http://belca.isu.ru/


�=B5@0:B82=0O <>45;L >1CG5=8O ?@54?>;0305B, ?><8<> B@048F8>==>3> D>@<0B0 70=OB89, 
8A?>;L7>20=85 ?@8ё<0 @>;52>9 83@K, <>45;8@>20=85 687=5==KE A8BC0F89 (:>=D5@5=F89, 
?5@53>2>@>2 8 B. ?.), 0 B0:65 A>2<5AB=>5 @5H5=85 ?@>1;5< 8 2>?@>A>2, 2>7=8:0NI8E 2 
E>45 ;5:F8>==KE 70=OB89. �><8=8@>20=85 :0:>3>-;81> CG0AB=8:0 (8;8 CG0AB=8:>2) 
8A:;NG05BAO, GB>, 2 A2>N >G5@54L, A>740ёB B0:CN A@54C >1@07>20B5;L=>3> >1I5=8O, 
:>B>@0O E0@0:B5@87C5BAO >B:@KB>ABLN, =0:>?;5=85< A>2<5AB=>3> 7=0=8O, >1O70B5;L=K< 
2708<>459AB285< 2A5E CG0AB=8:>2 ?@>F5AA0, 0 B0:65 @025=AB2>< 8E [CG0AB=8:>2] 
0@3C<5=B>2. �040G59 ?@5?>4020B5;O 2 8=B5@0:B82=>9 <>45;8 AB0=>28BAO <>B820F8O 
ABC45=B>2 : A0<>AB>OB5;L=><C ?>8A:C 8=D>@<0F88 8 @01>B5 A @07=>>1@07=K<8 
8AB>G=8:0<8, 0 B0:65 A>740=85 B0:8E CA;>289 >1CG5=8O 4;O ABC45=B>2, 2 :>B>@KE >=8 
1C4CB A0<8 ?@>O2;OBL 8=8F80B82C 8 0:B82=> CG0AB2>20BL 2 ?@>F5AA5.  

�=B5@0:B82=0O <>45;L ?@54?>;0305B CG0AB85 2A5E ABC45=B>2 3@C??K, GB> >15A?5G8205B 
2>7<>6=>ABL >1<5=820BLAO 7=0=8O<8 8 845O<8. &0:0O >@30=870F8O CG51=>3> ?@>F5AA0 
0:B828@C5B ?@8=F8? >1@0B=>9 A2O78, 2>7<>6=>AB8 ?>;CG8BL =570<54;8B5;L=>5 @5H5=85 
8=B5@5ACNI8E 2>?@>A>2 8 ?@>1;5<, 0 B0:65 AB8<C;8@C5B A8AB5<C 2708<=>9 >F5=:8 8 
:>=B@>;O, GB> ?>72>;O5B ABC45=BC ;CGH5 >F5=8BL A2>9 C@>25=L 7=0=89 8 C<5=89, 
?@>0=0;878@>20BL A2>8 >H81:8 8 871530BL 8E 2 40;L=59H5<. 

�=B5@0:B82=0O <>45;L >1CG5=8O ?@54?>;0305B 8A?>;L7>20=85 B5E <5B>4>2, :>B>@K5 
A?>A>1AB2CNB 2>2;5G5=8N 2 0:B82=K9 ?@>F5AA ?>;CG5=8O 8 ?5@5@01>B:8 7=0=89 
CG0AB=8:>2 ?@>F5AA0. &0:85 <5B>4K ?@>1C640NB C >1CG0NI8EAO 8=B5@5A : 87CG05<>9 
48AF8?;8=5, AB8<C;8@CNB 0:B82=>5 CG0AB85 :064>3> 2 CG51=>< ?@>F5AA5.  

!08<5=>20=85 B5< 70=SB89 A C:070=85< D>@</ <5B>4>2/ B5E=>;>389 >1CG5=8S: 

№ 

?/? 

&5<0 70=SB8S �84 70=SB8S (>@<0 / 
 5B>4K//B5E=>;>388 
48AB0=F8>==>3>, 
8=B5@0:B82=>3> 
>1CG5=8O 

�>;8G5AB2> 
G0A>2 
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Circle the letter of the choice that best completes each sentence: 

1. Traditionally, immigrants have been able to raise their standard of living by coming 

to the United States because 

a. Americans value money and nothing else. 

b. there were such abundant natural resources here. 

c. the rich have shared their wealth with the poor. 

2. Americans see their material possessions as 

a. having nothing to do with social status. 

b. the natural reward for their hard work. 

c. no indication of a person's abilities. 

3. Which phrase became a slogan for the great American dream? 

a. Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise. 

b. Going from rags to riches. 

c. Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow you die. 

d. Keep up with the Joneses. 

4. A belief in the value of hard work 



a. developed because it was necessary to work hard to convert natural resources 

into material goods. 

b. developed because the immigrants who came here had a natural love of hard 

work. 

c. has never been a part of the American value system because people have so 

much. 

5. <God gave the World to Men in Common; but&it cannot be supposed he meant it 

should always remain common and uncultivated. He gave it to the use of the 

Industrious and Rational (and Labour was to be his Title to it).= Whose words are 
these? 

a. J. Calvin 

b. M. Weber 

c. J. Locke 
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The Trophy Syndrome 
BY ROBERT J. SAMUELSON ON 12/20/92 AT 7:00 PM EST 

 

The School Board of Fairfax County, Va.-a suburb of Washington, D.C.-had a problem: complaints from 

high-school students and principals that class rankings were unfair. On a grade scale of 0 to 4, a majority of students 

had averages of 3.0 (B) or better. Yet many students were naturally ranked in the lower half of the class. The 

solution: eliminate rankings. 

We inhabit a self-congratulatory society in which we constantly reassure each other how well we're doing. 

You can't tell anyone anymore that they're no good-or less good than their peers. We devise artful titles to create the 
impression that everyone occupies a position of respect and responsibility. The New Yorker once ran a cartoon of a 

man pouring out his woes to a bartender. "I don't know, Al," he says. "On the one hand, there's no doubt that it's a 

make-work, dead-end job, but, on the other hand, it's also a vice presidency." 

My son Michael, 6, plays in a soccer league. The highlight of the fall and spring seasons is the same: the 

trophies. Every team gets trophies. Everyone on every team gets trophies. It doesn't matter whether you finish 9-0 or 

0-9. It doesn't matter how well you play or even whether you play. Just show up for the last game, when trophies are 

distributed. (I can't write "awarded.") Michael has four. 

Titles? In Standard & Poor's, I flip to Comerica, Inc., a medium-size bank holding company. It lists one 

chairman, two vice chairmen, two executive vice presidents, 24 senior vice presidents and 22 first vice presidents. 

The press excels at title pollution. Consider NEWSWEEK. We have an editor-in-chief, an editor, a managing editor, 

four assistant managing editors, 15 senior editors, 20 senior writers, 23 general editors and 17 associate editors. 

Many "editors" don't edit. They write; some don't do that. All the titles are meant to sound impressive, even at the 

expense of honesty. I'm one of 10 contributing editors, though I don't edit anything, and some even doubt whether I 

contribute. 

One way to view this rampaging flattery is as constructive hypocrisy: hypocrisy, because we know it's 

false; constructive, because the pretense does us good. Not everyone can win every game, so we devise consolation 

prizes that make the losers feel better without hurting the winners. 
After all, my son plays in games where score is kept. Who cares if losers get trophies, too? (For the record, 

Michael's team-the Big Birds-finished 5-2-2.) Not every rising manager can be CEO. So what if the also-rans 

proliferate into vice presidents? Sociologist Harriet Zuckerman of Columbia University reports that the United 

States now has roughly 3,000 major scientific prizes, five times as many as 20 years ago. But she doubts that work 

effort or the ardor for discovery have suffered just because prizes are easier to win. 

In a recent book, economist Robert Frank of Cornell University argued that many of these accommodations 

make perfect sense.* People value status, and we find new ways to create it or to keep content those who have less 

of it. Fancy job titles provide psychic income. The welfare state enables those on top to stay there by making life on 

the bottom a little more tolerable. 

Vicious competitiveness, unless checked, can be ugly and socially destructive. Do we really want a country 

of John McEnroes? The reasoning that persuaded the Fairfax School Board to allow schools to drop class rankings 

https://www.newsweek.com/trophy-syndrome-195276
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/robert-j


was simple. Many grades were bunched together. Rankings were artificial (students with similar grades might have 

wildly divergent ranks) and, therefore, were unfair. Low ranks were hurting students in college admissions. 

"Kids shy away from demanding courses or demanding teachers, because it will affect class rank," says 

principal Joseph Arangio of Langley High School. A student in a neighboring county told The Washington Post: "I 

know people who sat down and cried when they got their rank. They said, 'I worked so hard, and this is what I have 

to show for it.' People flip out over these things." 

Up to a point, all this rings true. But perhaps you suspect (as I do) that things have gotten out of hand. 

Competition can be nasty, but it's often useful. "No pain, no gain" is usually true. Even before cliches like this, 

Edison wrote: "Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration." The tendency to tell 

everyone that everything is OK-everyone gets a trophy-may temporarily lower stress but it relaxes the pressure to do 

our best, which may be better than we thought we could do. 

People suppress bad news. By now, it is well known that U.S. students score poorly in many international 

comparisons-but rate themselves near the top. Doubtlessly, the executives who mismanaged General Motors 

convinced themselves that they were doing fine. One reason class rank may now make less sense than in the past is 

grade inflation. In 1966, 15 percent of college freshmen had A averages in high school. By 1991, that was 24 

percent. 

This sort of socially acceptable self-deceit is designed to spare hurt feelings and puff up our self-esteem. 

But it's harmful when the truth ultimately intrudes, as it usually does. It did at GM. Schools can end rankings and 
give everyone A's. But they can't create more openings at elite colleges to which their students aspire. Students who 

expect to get in won't. Handling disappointment-and going on from it-is one of life's lessons. It is taught by 

experience, not denial. Too much self-satisfaction tempts us to treat disappointment as somebody else's fault. 

Because we're OK, blame for our misfortune must lie elsewhere. 

It's also clear that constructive hypocrisy is often plain old hypocrisy. It breeds cynicism and waste. Too 

many vice presidents create bureaucratic bloat. The cavalier use of inflated titles substitutes for imaginative 

management that enables people to make genuine contributions. Making high-school and college degrees easier to 

get causes many people to differentiate themselves by pursuing less common "higher" degrees. Hence, the growth of 

"credentialing": an explosion of masters' and professional degrees, many of dubious value. 

Everyone likes praise. At the age of 6, an extra pat on the back is helpful. A few trophies are no big deal. 

Our problem is that we perpetuate childish customs. Praise given too easily or too lavishly is worse than none. 

Trophies are worth something only if they are earned, not bestowed.  

*"Choosing the Right Pond: Human Behavior and the Quest for Status." 306 pages. Oxford University 

Press. 1985. 
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1. Look in an encyclopedia or other reference book to find out how many English and 

American authors have received the Nobel Prize for literature. List their names and 

the titles of at least two books they wrote. 

2. Look in newspapers and magazines for articles on physical fitness – jogging, running, 

working out, getting in shape. List titles of articles you find and get ready to comment 

on them. 

3. Test a hypothesis. Some people say that Americans don’t have any culture. By that 
they probably mean that the United States has not been a country long enough to have 

developed its own art forms, traditions, music, dance, or theater – what we usually 

refer to as fine arts. Choose a city and, using official websites, find out about the 

community: what libraries are there? Museums? Theaters where concerts and plays 

are performed?  
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