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1. Semantic change is  

a) a process b) a method c) a motive 

2. Grammatical meaning  

a) is the meaning proper to the word as a linguistic unit b) is the meaning which unites 

words into big groups such as parts of speech 

3. What unites the following words: to buy, to sell, price, money, expensive 

a) lexical meaning b) grammatical meaning c) lexico-grammatical meaning 

4. The word dad has 

a) a stylistic connotation b) an emotionsl connotation c) an evaluative connotation 

5. Which of the following adjectives expresses disapproval? 

a) new b) newfangled c) modern 

6. 6. Seme is 

a) the smallest language unit b) the smallest meaningful unit c) the smallest unit of 

meaning 

7. What is the cause of the semantic development of the word pen? 

a) social b) psychological c) historical 

8. What is the cause of the semantic development of the word case? 

a) social b) psychological c) historical 

9. What is the cause of the semantic development of the word layoff? 

a) social b) psychological c) historical 

10. Establish the linguistic cause of the semantic development of the word knave? 

a) ellipsis  b) differentiation of synonyms c) fixed context d) linguistic analogy 

11. Establish the linguistic cause of the semantic development of the word minerals? 

a) ellipsis  b) differentiation of synonyms c) fixed context d) linguistic analogy 

12. Establish the linguistic cause of the semantic development of the word oversee? 

a) ellipsis  b) differentiation of synonyms c) fixed context d) linguistic analogy 

13. Establish the linguistic cause of the semantic development of the word token?               

a) ellipsis  b) differentiation of synonyms c) fixed context d) linguistic analogy 

14. Identify the result of the semantic development of the word knight: «a boy, youth» > 



a noble, courageous man» 
a) generalization b) specialization c) amelioration d) pejoration 

15. Identify the result of the semantic development of the word demon: 

«an angel» > an evil spirit 
a) generalization b) specialization c) amelioration d) pejoration 

16. Identify the result of the semantic development of the word fowl: «any bird»  
> «a domestic hen or cock» 
a) generalization b) specialization c) amelioration d) pejoration 

17. Identify the result of the semantic development of the word to arrive: «to come to 
shore, to land > «to come» 
a) generalization b) specialization c) amelioration d) pejoration 

18. The word hydrogen is 

a) monosemantic b) polysemantic 

19. Etymological meaning is  

a) the earliest known meaning b) the meaning which went out of use 

20. Obsolete meaning is 

a) the earliest known meaning b) the meaning which went out  

 

�5<>=AB@0F8>==O9 20@80=B CAB=>3> >?@>A0: 
1. What is the domain of Lexicology? 

2. What is a word? 

3. How are words built?? 

4. What is a word-combination? 

What are the types of dictionaries? 
 

#@8<5@=O9 ?5@5G5=P 2>?@>A>2 8 7040=89 : 70G5BC A >F5=:>9 / Q:70<5=C: 
1. Dynamics of English vocabulary.  
2. Semantic, pragmatic, and syntactic treatment of the sign.  

3. Asymmetric duality of the linguistic sign as the linguistic cause and condition for its dynamics.  

4. Linguistic sign arbitrariness vs. motivation, iconicity. Types of motivation (phonetic, morphological, 
semantic).  

5. Language and its nominative function. Act of nomination.  

6. Units of nomination. Types of nomination.  

7. The morphological structure of the word. Types of morphemes (semantic and structural classifications 
of morphemes).  

8. Morphemic analysis vs. word-formation analysis. Difficulties of morphemic analysis.  

9. Compound words. Diagnostic criteria for compound words (phonetic, graphic, morphological, 

syntactic).  
10. Compound words. Classifications of compounds.  

11. Shortening. Types and peculiarities of clippings.  

12. Shortening. Types and peculiarities of telescoped words /blends/.  

13. Shortening. Types and peculiarities of abbreviations.  
14. Conversion. Productive conversion models.  

15. General description of types of word-formation in English: affixation (prefixation and suffixation), 

word-composition /compounding/, shortening, conversion, reversion /back-formation/, postpositivation 
/postfixation/.  

16. Different approaches to the definition of the word meaning (referential theory, conceptual theory, 

functional theory).  

17. Aspects and types of meaning (lexical and grammatical meanings; cognitive, pragmatic, and syntactic 
/systemic/ aspects of the lexical meaning).  



18. Componential analysis as a linguistic method for investigating the lexical meaning of the word.  

19. Causes of semantic change: extralinguistic (historical, psychological, social) and linguistic.  
20. Nature of semantic change. Types of associative relationships. Metaphor and metonymy.  

21. Results of semantic change: <narrowing=, <broadening= of meaning.  
22. Results of semantic change: <amelioration=, <deterioration= of meaning.  
23. The semantic structure of the polysemantic word as a hierarchy of its lexical-semantic variants /LSV/. 
Ways of discriminating between LSV.  

24. Classifications of meanings of the polysemantic word (synchronic paradigmatic, diachronic, stylistic). 

Types of polysemy. Types of relationships between the meanings of the polysemantic word (intersection, 

inclusion, semantic homonymy).  
25. Homonymy and its sources. Classifications of homonyms.  

26. Semantic fields, thematic and ideographic groups. Lexical-semantic grouping of words.  

27. Synonymy. Definition of synonyms and their diagnostic criteria. Synonymic sets /groups/. Status and 
features of the synonymic dominant. Classifications of synonyms.  

28. Antonymy. Defining antonyms. Semantic and structural classifications of antonyms.  

29. Paradigmatic relations vs. syntagmatic links (general description).  

30. Semantic, lexical-semantic, and proper lexical word relationships.  
31. Classifications of dictionaries.  

32. Describe any special linguistic dictionary according to the following scheme: type of dictionary, 

dictionary structure, structure of word entry.  

 33. Describe The Oxford English Dictionary according to the following scheme: its history, type of 
 dictionary, dictionary structure, structure of word entry.  

 34. Describe any Webster’s Dictionary of the English Language according to the following scheme: 

 type of dictionary, dictionary structure, structure of word entry. Name the distinctive features of the 

 Webster’s dictionary series.  
35. Lexical peculiarities of American English. 
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